A monoclonal ELISA for bovine viral diarrhoea pestivirus antigen detection in persistently infected cattle.
Detection of cattle persistently infected with bovine viral diarrhoea virus (BVDV) is crucial to controlling mucosal disease. A sandwich enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) using monoclonal antibodies raised against the 48-kDa glycoprotein and the 120/80-kDa protein was developed for detecting antigens in leucocytes of 3 persistently BVDV-infected calves. The test is simple, sensitive and rapid. Moreover the same ELISA was able to recognise Belgian field isolates of BVDV. These results show that the test can be applied in the field.